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Choices Abound, Decisions Required 
The counselors, teachers, and administrators of Philipsburg-Osceola School District are  
continuously  challenging our students to make choices throughout their high school years. 
Those choices may be academic or extra-curricular, social or emotional, serious or just plain 
fun. One of the most significant (and possibly the most difficult) choice we urge you to begin 
making is the  decision regarding what path you will pursue after high school graduation. This 
decision usually involves taking a risk, leaving familiar surroundings, and spending money. 
Considering the many different educational and career paths that students can follow, this  
decision can often be difficult and confusing.  
 
The purpose of this booklet is to provide Philipsburg-Osceola students with guidance and  
direction to help them make this important choice. Parents and students who have adequate  
information on when to take the SAT or ACT, how to request a transcript, what to schedule 
their senior year, etc., may have less anxiety and more success than those unfamiliar with the 
post-secondary planning process. In other words, career and college exploration and education 
can help you to make wiser decisions regarding your future.  
 
We think you will find this booklet useful to you as you begin to plan for the future. The  
Philipsburg-Osceola  administration and staff are eager to assist you in your efforts. With  
students, parents, teachers, counselors, and administrators working together, we hope to make 
post-secondary planning an exciting and rewarding part of the overall school experience. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The Philipsburg-Osceola High School Counseling Department 
Telephone: 814-342-1523 
Website: www.pomounties.org < high school < guidance  
 
 

Ms. Vickey Rainey (Students last name L-Z) vrainey@pomounties.org 
 

Mr. Doug Sankey (Students last name A-K) dsankey@pomounties.org 
 

Mrs. Patricia Richardson (Administrative Assistant) parichardson@pomounties.org 
 

Mrs. Kim Torres (Social Worker) ktorres@pomounties.org 
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Chapter 1: Getting Ready 

When pursuing different career and college paths, students are often       
required to complete certain tasks in order to reach their goals. Waiting  
until the last minute and rushing to meet deadlines will seldom produce 
the results you are hoping for. By thinking ahead, getting organized, and      
determining what processes and paperwork will be needed, you will stand 
a much better chance of reaching your goals. Some of the preparatory       
activities might include: 
 
 Investigating your career/college options 

 Speaking with parents, counselors, and experts in the field 
 Taking courses related to possible career interests 
 Using research tools such as the Internet, the library, the CHOICES 

program, the Counseling Office, etc… 
 Visiting colleges or institutions to learn about their offerings 
 Weighing the positive and negative consequences of these options 

 
 Locating and reviewing applications:  

 College/university applications 
 Job applications 
 Military enlistment documentation 
 

 Preparing other documents:  
 Developing a resume or a list of activities and awards 
 Investigating any required college essays 
 Requesting recommendations from respected adults 

 
Reflection 

Some people in my life whom I might want to speak with about careers 
are: ________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________. 
Some organizational or investigative tools I might use are: 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________. 
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Post-Secondary Choices: What Are the Options? 

After successful graduation from Philipsburg-Osceola, students have 
many options to consider: 
 
 University or college: An institution in which students may work       

towards two or four year undergraduate degrees. Universities usually 
offer graduate and doctoral level degrees in addition to  

     undergraduate degrees. 
 
 Community College: A publicly suppor ted institution committed 

to providing educational resources for residents of a certain area 
(Example: Penn Highlands CC). General programs offered are:  

 1. College transfer program (2 years then transfer to a college) 
 2. One-semester college preparatory program 
 3. Two-year associate’s degree program 
 4. Career program 
 5. Community service/continuing education program 

 
 Vocational/Technical/Career Training Program: An institution  

offering highly specialized training for specific careers. Some offer 
associate and bachelor degrees. 

 
 Armed Services: Individuals enlisting in a branch of the armed forc-

es receive training through service-operated schools designed to 
meet the needs of the particular military branch. 

 
 Work Force: Individuals entering the work force will have on the 

job training and will utilize the skills they acquired in high school. 
 
 
 

Reflection 
The post-secondary options that I am considering are: ____________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
because __________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________. 
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“You need to do well in school so you can get a good job!”  
This is a lesson that parents, teachers, and counselors often repeat to 
young people. When discussing an abstract concept such as “education,” it 
is sometimes useful to refer to actual facts, figures, and statistics to         
illustrate this message. Therefore, students and parents may want to        
review the chart below as it contains information regarding: 
 

 The rate of unemployment as compared to highest level of education 
 The weekly median earnings as compared to highest level of education 
 

We hope that this will assist students with understanding the message that 
pursuing further education beyond high school will be of direct benefit to 
them. In other words... 

Education Pays! 

Reflection 
In addition to greater earnings, other reasons that I might wish to go on 
to higher education include: ____________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________. 
___________________________________________________________ 
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Scheduling Your Courses: An Important Task 
Creating your upcoming year’s schedule is an important part of planning for your future. Every 
year is important as institutions will be looking at your transcript and your schedule to see if you 
are  taking advantage of the opportunities offered at our high school. They will want to see that 
you are working hard and earning grades that will give them a strong indication that you will 
succeed at their institution. You may wish to consider registering for a challenging course load 
as schools like to see that you are working to your fullest potential.  
 
Event        Month    
Distribution of Program of Studies    February    
Counselor Presentations to Students    February 
Classroom Subject Area Discussions    March  
 

Dual Enrollment: Philipsburg-Osceola Area School District has entered into Dual             
Enrollment Agreements with three colleges: Mount Aloysius, Saint Francis, and Lock Haven. 
Students can earn college credit for selected courses that they take in high school. Students can 
also take courses at the Clearfield campus of Lock Haven. There are also opportunities for      
students to complete web based courses through Lock Haven University.   
Penn State University also offers our students “The Jump Start” program. Students can take 
courses at Penn State during their Senior Year.  
The Dual Enrollment Program lowers the cost of college credits by an enormous amount, saving 
students money and time.  The average Dual Enrolled class costs $300 and secures the student 
with three or more college credits.  However, some course’s costs vary depending on how many 
credits the student receives from the class.  When compared with college rates, Dual Enrollment 
saves a student more than $2,000 per class and with more than nine (9) Dual Enrolled classes 
offered, this is an opportunity for many students.   
 
Mount Aloysius will award college credits for AP Calculus, Organic Chemistry, Anatomy and 
Physiology, AP Physics, AP Chemistry, AP United States History, AP Government and 
Politics, AP World History, and AP Psychology. 

Vocational Work Experience: Qualifying students with proof of employment may be  
eligible to leave the school early for work. (Co-Op)  
 

 
Reflection 

I am interested in taking the following courses because they can help 
me to prepare for my future career:____________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________.  
 
Other courses that I would like to take include: __________________ 
_________________________________________________________.  
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Standardized testing is a method of evaluating a student’s abilities and        
knowledge and can be used by a variety of agencies and organizations. Students 
will be required to participate in some standardized testing during high school 
while other tests are optional as they are designed to create opportunities for 
students. 

The SAT I 
The SAT is a globally recognized college admission test that lets you show colleges 
what you know and how well you can apply that knowledge. It tests your knowledge 
of reading, writing and math — subjects that are taught every day in high school 
classrooms. Most students take the SAT during their junior or senior year of high 
school, and almost all colleges and universities use the SAT to make admission  

decisions. Taking the SAT is the first step in finding the right college for you — the 
place where you can further develop your skills and pursue your passions. But SAT 
scores are just one of many factors that colleges consider when making their admis-
sion decisions. High school grades are also very important. In fact, the combination 
of high school grades and SAT scores is the best predictor of your academic success 
in college. 

 
SAT Registration: 
You must register online at www.collegeboard.com.  
 
SAT Preparation: Philipsburg-Osceola is committed to providing students 
with helpful methods of preparing for the SAT I:  

 If you have taken the PSATs in October of your junior or sophomore year, 
you can use a special code that you receive on your score report to access 
My College Quickstart at www.collegeboard.com to review each question, 
your very own answers, and the correct answer with an explanation.  
 
 Take SAT prep course 
available at PO.   
 
 Official SAT I prep books are available from the 
Counseling Office. 

 
 
 
 

Chapter 2: Standardized Testing 
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The SAT doesn’t test logic or abstract reasoning. It tests the skills you’re 
learning in school: reading, writing and math. Your knowledge and skills 
in these subjects are important for success in college and throughout your 
life. 

 The critical reading section includes reading passages and sentence 
completions. 

 The writing section includes a short essay and multiple-choice       
questions on identifying errors and improving grammar and usage. 

The mathematics section includes questions on arithmetic operations,  
algebra, geometry, statistics and probability. 
 
Score Reporting:  
 Please be aware that SAT I scores are reported on the student’s high 

school transcript.  
 Some institutions will only accept your SAT I scores when they are 

sent directly from the testing agency. (Scores from transcripts not       
accepted.) When you register for the SAT I, take advantage of the fact 
that you are able to have your scores sent to four colleges for free.  

 

Special Circumstances: Please refer either to the SAT website or the   
registration booklet if the student is in need of special accommodations or      
financial assistance. Fee waivers are available for the SAT, provided that a 
student demonstrates financial need (Example: Free/Reduced Lunch) 
 

SAT II– Subject Tests 
These tests measure a student’s level of knowledge in specific subjects 
and a student’s ability to apply that knowledge. Some colleges require 
these tests for admission or placement. You should only take an SAT II 
Subject Test if required by the institution. You can take up to three Subject 
tests on each SAT test date. Registration process and scoring scale is simi-
lar to the SAT-I.  

The SAT I continued... 
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The ACT  
 

The ACT (American College Test) measures academic achievement.       In 
almost every case, the ACT exam is allowed in place of the SAT I exam. 
You may wish to consider taking BOTH the SAT I and ACT so that you 
can see which test will be able to best demonstrate your own abilities to 
colleges. It is different than the SAT I in several ways: 
 
 The ACT is an achievement test (tests what you know right now), while 

the SAT I is an aptitude test (tests potential to succeed). 
 The ACT has 4 sections: English, Math, Reading, and Science Reason-

ing. Students can choose to take a Writing portion as well. Given that 
many institutions are now considering the SAT’s Writing section, you 
may want to seriously consider taking the ACT’s Writing section. 

 Each section’s score ranges from 1-36 per subject and combines into a 
total composite score from 1-36. It is possible to convert your ACT into 
an SAT score for easier reference. Visit www.actstudent.org for the       
conversion chart (listed under Concordance Table). 

 ACT study guides are available for free in the Career Resource Center. 
 
The ACT registration form must be completed and mailed in to the   
American College Testing Company by predetermined deadlines. While 
paper applications are available in the counseling office, it is highly 
suggested that you register at the ACT website: www.actstudent.org . 
Students in need of special accommodations or financial assistance with 
the fee should see their counselor.  
 

Register at www.actstudent.org 

http://www.actstudent.org/index.html
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Reflection:Testing Planner 
 

I plan on preparing for the SAT/ACT by: __________________    
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________. 
 
I plan on taking the SAT/ACTs on: _______________________ 
___________________________________________________. 
 
The institutions which I may want to receive my scores are: 
__________________________________________________. 
 
The test dates from which I wish to have my scores forwarded to  
institutions are: _______________________________________ 

SAT and ACT Testing Schedule 
 

         Test   Month       Registration Deadline 
  ACT   September  Early August 
  SAT I and II October  Early September 
At P-O ACT   October  Mid-September  
   SAT I and II November  Late September 
  SAT I and II December  Late October 
  ACT   December  Early November 
  SAT I and II January  Mid December 
  ACT   February  Early January 
At P-O SAT I  March  Early February 
  ACT   April   Early March 
  SAT I and II May   Late March 
  SAT I and II June   Late April 
  ACT   June   Early May 
 
Test dates in bold are offered at Philipsburg-Osceola High School. 

 
Please refer to www.collegeboard.com and  

www.actstudent.org for exact dates and deadlines. 
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Chapter 3: The College Selection Process 
 

While it is important for you to have the criteria that colleges and other 
institutions are looking for, it is also important for them to have what 
YOU are looking for. Try to think about where you will be the most 
happy and successful. You may wish to consider the following factors: 
 
 The SIZE of the institution: Investigate whether the school has an 

appropriately sized student body, level of diversity, and number of 
activities and athletics opportunities that will fit you and your style. 

 The LOCATION of the institution: Determine whether it is an       
acceptable distance away from home and whether you fit with the 
type of community it is located in. (city, suburban, rural) 

 The ACADEMIC opportunities the school offers: Make sure the 
school has the major or program you are interested in! 

 The REPUTATION the school possesses: Research whether this   in-
stitution will create career advancement opportunities for you after 
graduation and whether the programs are reputable. 

 The COST of the institution: Determine how much attending this  in-
stitution will cost you. Before discounting a school based on cost, 
figure out the actual price by factoring in any financial aid awards. 

 
Other criteria you may which to consider may be campus life,  
graduation and retention rates, and scholarship opportunities. 
 

Reflection 
The most important criteria that I want a post-secondary institution to 
have are:_________________________________________________. 
 
Other criteria that I would like the school to have are: ____________ 
_________________________________________________________. 
 
When I imagine the school that I might attend, it looks like this: ____ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________.
__. 
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Conducting Career and College Research 
There are a variety of methods of researching which institution might be 
the best fit for you. These include: 
 
Speaking with your School Counselor: Make an appointment with 
your counselor as he/she may know your abilities and interests and will 
have helpful advice on how to proceed. Prepare for your meeting by  mak-
ing a list of your questions and concerns.  
 
Using the Counseling Office: The School Counseling Office at  
Philipsburg-Osceola High School has a wide variety of resources that can 
help you research career and college options. Students can use the  
office almost any period of the day.   
 
Admission Representative Visits: Each year, over 30 different schools 
and branches of the military visit P-O from September to December.  
It is a great opportunity for students to learn more about a particular 
school. Admission counselors meet with our students to introduce them to 
their campuses and answer any questions that they may have. The  
admission counselor will sometimes bring application fee waivers! 
The schedule is advertised via the announcements and counselor  
classroom presentations. Students will sign up for four presentations.  
 
College Fairs: Each year, admission representatives gather in a large 
group to pass out information, answer questions, and discuss their schools. 
During their Junior year, P-O students will be transported to the  
Clearfield Fair Grounds in October. Students will be able to sign up for 
college mailing lists so that they will automatically receive applications 
materials through the mail.  
 

College Websites: The Internet allows students to visit a college’s website 
to look at the different opportunities at each institution. Use an internet 
search engine to find the college’s specific web address. 
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Planning for your future can be a challenging task, especially if you have a 
busy schedule filled with responsibilities like homework, studying,    
working at a part-time job, participating in sports and clubs, chores, etc. It 
is important however to make time for planning for your future. Please   
realize that investigating career and college options doesn’t have to      
happen just at school. The following websites are available to you anytime 
of the day. You can use them after school, in the evening, over the  
weekend, and even during the summer! 
 
College Comparisons    Financial Aid     
CHOICES program    www.pheaa.org (PA state grants) 
www.usnews.com      www.aessuccess.org (PA loans) 
www.overview.com/colleges   www.finaid.org (fin. aid overview)
www.kaplan.com     www.palenders.org 
      
College Research     College Savings 
www.collegeboard.com (SAT info as well!) www.collegesavings.org 
www.actstudent.org (ACT info was well!) www.patap.org (PA tuition accounts) 
www.petersons.com    www.moneycentral.msn.com 
www.educationplanner.com   www.upromise.com 
www.collegeconfidential.com   
www.mapping-your-future.com   Athletics   
www.pennsylvaniamentor.org   www.ncaa.org (NCAA) 
www.collegenet.com    www.ncaaclearinghouse.org (NCAA) 
www.collegeispossible.org   www.njcaa.org (Junior college) 
www.collegeview.com 

Choices 

All students in Grade 5-12 have access to the Choices career and college 
planning program. Individualized logins and passwords are issued each 
year and allow students to save their career research. See your counselor 
for more information on this great resource. 

 

 

 

 

C on duc t in g  E l ec t ro n i c  R es ea rch  
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Visits to an Institution 
You may wish to consider visiting the colleges/institutions to which you plan on  
applying. Gaining a sense of the environment, opportunities, and realities of the 
school can greatly assist with your decision. Most colleges/technical schools have 
pre-planned summer visit dates that allow students to experience the different     
facets of their campus. Some schools even waive the application fee if an  
application is completed during these visits! 
 

1. Schedule the visit/interview. If it is not possible to obtain an individual interview, 
inquire about group information session and campus tours. Be sure to pre-register 
with the admission office. 

 Dress neatly. 
 Develop a list of questions. 
 Verify admission requirements. 

 

2. Plan specific activities pertaining to your interests, i.e. See an athletic coach, 
member of the faculty, the music department, honors college, etc. Be sure to  
inquire about your area of academic interest and see if someone from the  
department is available. 
 

3. Visit physical facilities. 
 Visit student residence halls and dining facilities. 
 Stay overnight, if possible, or eat lunch on campus. 
 Visit the library, athletic facilities, and student union. 
 Attend a class if possible. 

 

4. Talk with students. 
 Inquire about student activities. 
 Inquire about religious services (if applicable). 

 

5. Become aware of campus life/environment-Each campus has its own personality! 
 

6. Realistically assess: 
 Can I be academically successful here? 
 Will I be content living here nine months of the year? 
 What are my chances of being accepted? 

 
Reflection 

Questions I might ask when visiting an institution are: _____________________ 
___________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________. 

 Verify cost of attendance. 
 Ask about financial aid scholarships. 
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Chapter 4: The College Admission Process 
 

It is very important to understand what factors colleges and other institutions 
consider when looking at a student’s records and profile. According to the 
National Association of College Admission Counselors, the factors that     
colleges consider for admission may include: 
 
Primary Factors 
 Academic Performance and Grades in College Prep Courses- Make sure you have  
     challenged yourself with a rigorous course load and high level classes, including AP,  
     Dual enrollment, and honors courses. 
 Standardized Test Scores (SAT I and ACT) - Check to see what the expectations and  

average scores are for the institution. 
 Academic Performance and Grades in ALL courses - Keep up your grades in ALL of 

your courses, not just in the core areas. 
 Class Rank and QPA - Many schools use these numbers to calculate what percentile or 

decile you are within your class. This can be important for both admission and scholarships. 
 
Additional Factors 
 Student Essay or Writing Sample - Many schools provide you with a topic or prompt to 

write about. You may even be able to use an assignment from class to satisfy this  
      requirement. Try to keep good records. 
 Teacher/Counselor Recommendations - Schools sometimes want to get feedback from 

individuals like teachers, counselors, coaches, and community leaders regarding the type  
     of person and student you are. 
 Extracurricular Activities, Volunteerism, Employment Activities - Demonstrating to 

schools that you are able to manage a variety of activities can show them that you will be 
able to handle the multiple responsibilities that occur at the next level. 

 Interview - Some schools require you to interview for admission. Take this very seriously 
and prepare well in advance. 

 Awards and Recognition Programs - Your past successes might impress the admission 
staff, so keep records of distinguished accomplishments. 

 

 
Reflection 

I should begin working on the following to increase my chances of             
admission: _____________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________. 
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Types of Admission 
The decision regarding when to apply is up to you. Some institutions 
will allow you to apply in the summer before your senior year, while 
others may not need to have the application until the middle of the 
school year. Check to see what type of admission policy and deadline 
each institution operates on as this may affect when you need to apply:  

 

Regular Admission: This is the most common type of admission policy. Stu-
dents are free to apply to multiple schools starting in early fall (late Aug-early 
Sept), but must adhere to the school’s application deadline (which vary). Notifica-
tion of      admission usually occurs in the spring and the institutions will want to 
be notified if student will attend by a certain date (Usually May 1) 
 

Rolling Admissions: A college will not set a specific application deadline and 
will review students once all needed materials are submitted. In general,   
admission will become more difficult as more time goes by. Notification  
regarding admission usually occurs several weeks after the application is  
complete. Chances of acceptance may decrease as time goes by!!! 
 

Early Decision: A binding plan under which a student applies to his/her fir st 
choice of colleges, usually by Nov. or Dec. of their senior year. The student agrees 
by contract to attend that college if offered admission. Investigate if the institution 
will meet your full financial need if you are admitted through this method. 
 

Early Action: Similar to Regular Admission in which a college uses specific 
deadlines, but the institution may be choose to inform the student at an earlier 
date. This term is used in different ways by different institutions, so check to see  
exactly what they mean by this. 
 

Open Admission: School does not practice selective admission and offers           
admission to all students who meet basic requirements (mainly residency). 
 

Reflection 
The colleges I’m applying to use the following admission policies/deadline: 
Institution    Admission Policy   Deadline 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
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Applying to Appropriate Institutions 
 

Deciding which schools to apply to can be confusing. There is not really 
an exact number of applications or institutions that each student should  
apply to. It’s really up to you (especially since application fees are         
expensive)! However, you may want to look at your own academic record 
and test scores and then think about applying to  several categories of  
institutions:  
 “More than Likely” schools - You are very sure that you meet the admission             

requirements and have strong indicators that you will be admitted. Perhaps these 
institutions will offer you a scholarship since you meet or exceed their               
expectations. 

 
 “Good Match” schools - Your research makes it appear that you are within the 

middle 50% of applicants that apply to schools. Make sure you have met any    
admission requirements well in advance of the deadlines. 

 
 “Reach” schools - Your research indicates that your academic record is below 

what these institutions are looking for, but perhaps the institution is looking for 
someone with your individual background. Include everything you can with you 
application (essay, resume, letters of rec). Try not to exclude a school in your own 
“reach” category because of the cost. Apply for financial aid, crunch the numbers, 
and then see if your dream can become a reality. 

 
 

Reflection 
I might apply to the following institutions: 
More that Likely: _____________________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
Good Match: _________________________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
Reach: ______________________________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
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The Application Process 

Institutions require a variety of application materials and use several different 
ways of gathering this information. Be sure that you comply with the directions 
exactly, as you don’t want a mistake or an oversight to cost you admission. 
 

Paper Applications: You may receive a paper application through the mail, from 
an admission representative directly, or by printing from the website. Use a pen 
and good penmanship when completing it. Sometimes the application fee is 
waived if you apply during a visit. 
 

Applying via the Internet: Most schools WANT YOU TO apply via the internet. In 
fact, some schools ONLY accept web applications.  
 You may be able to submit the application, the fee, and other materials 

(essay?) via the internet. However, you will still need to have your transcript 
sent directly from Philipsburg-Osceola.  

 The Common Application is a general application that is used by many schools 
and is designed to save you time and effort. (IE: You don't have to complete 
similar forms over and over again.) You can go to www.commonapp.org to 
both apply and to see if the school (s) you are applying to use this system.    

 Sometimes the application fee is waived if you apply online. 
See the COLLEGE APPLICATION ORGANIZER in the appendix for help     or-
ganizing the materials needed for application to college. 
 

Your Transcript 
Your transcript is your private information and your approval is needed before 
sending it to any outside agency. It contains: 
 A listing of all your courses from 9th-12th grade, including any AP.  
 Your QPA each year 
 Your standardized test scores 
Please see the TRANSCRIPT REQUEST FORM in the appendix for specific   in-
formation how to have your transcript sent to institutions. 
 

The School Profile 
Philipsburg-Osceola High School is very proud of the rigorous curriculum our 
students take while enrolled here. Therefore, a School Profile is sent with many of 
the transcripts so that institutions can gain perspective regarding just what it 
means to be a Philipsburg-Osceola High School student. The School Profile lists 
our grading scale, demographics, assessment results, and briefly describes the ed-
ucational, athletic, and extra-curricular opportunities available here. 
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Becoming a College Athlete 
Participating in college athletics and activities can be an amazing and 
rewarding experience. However, student athletes who are hoping to 
continue their athletic participation at the Division I or II collegiate lev-
el must be declared eligible through the NCAA Eligibility Center. You 
will need to register through www.eligibilitycenter.org. Please alert 
your counselor and coach if this is your intent.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Representing Yourself Online 
Post-secondary institutions may use a variety of resources to learn 
about who you are. Please be aware of how you may be represented 
online. It is not unusual for colleges to do a search for your name on 
Google, MySpace, Facebook, Twitter, and other public sites. Be sure 
to represent yourself in a manner that will not affect the possibility of 
your acceptance.  
 

Be sure that your email address will not hurt your chances for  
admission. Many schools ask you to provide this and you don’t want a 
joke to cost you admission. Indicating a “humorous” but inappropriate 
email address may not endear yourself to the admission committee. 
 

You may also want to watch your language when communicating with 
institutions. They may not “lol” when you don’t use a formal tone and 
if you use certain types of slang or internet language. 
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Chapter 5: Developing A Financial Plan 
 

The cost of higher education rises each year. The reality of paying for 
additional schooling can sometimes be overwhelming, but researching 
your options and investigating every source of aid may help to alleviate 
some of your concerns. 
 When looking at an institution, determine all of the college costs, not 

just tuition. Be sure to include room and board, fees, books, travel, 
and incidentals (clothes, pizza, etc). 

 Calculate your savings so far and see if you are on track. Research 
saving programs to find one that meets your needs. 

 Compare financial aid award letters and determine which options re-
ally has the lowest cost. Don’t discount a school just because it  ini-
tially looks like it cost the most. 

 

Financial Aid Night 
Students and parents are encouraged to attend Financial Aid Night in 
order to gain a better understanding of the process involved with  
applying for all types of financial aid, including grants, scholarships, 
and loans. P-O offers Financial Aid night every Winter. Check the 
school calendar or website for this year’s date and time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Reflection: Speak with your parent/guardian and discuss: 

 
 Methods of paying for college available to your family 
 Ways in which you can save for college 
 Realistic expectations for paying for tuition 
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THE “FAFSA” 
All students are encouraged to pursue the financial aid process, no  
matter your circumstances. Filing the Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid is FREE!!! 
 
 The federal government does not allow seniors to file the FAFSA form 

until January 1 of their senior year. It will ask questions about you and 
your parent/guardian’s earnings and background. 

 Then  FAFSA forms must be filed online at www.fafsa.ed.gov.  
 You should complete the FAFSA even if you just wish to pursue a     

student loan. 

Scholarships 
It’s worth it to look for financial aid beyond what you may get from      
colleges and federal student aid programs. This “outside money” probably 
won’t amount to a “full ride,” but it can help. 
 College-Offered Scholarships: Your application for admission may al-

so be your application for institution-based scholarships. However, 
some schools have merit-based scholarships for which you have to    
apply separately. Spend some time researching what is offered by each 
institution. 

 Outside Scholarships: Private scholarships are offered from many  
     sources, including foundations, corporations, civic groups, religious  
     organizations, veterans’ associations, and the military. Don’t assume   
 you have to be a genius to get a private scholarship.  While many 
 consider academics, a range of factors in your background may  
 qualify you.  

 Use the Internet. A number of scholarship search website are listed 
previously in this booklet. 

 Use the Counseling office. The Counseling website lists the  
   agencies that have contacted P-O about their scholarships.  
   Get this list online or from the counseling office.  
 Be careful of commercial scholarship search companies. You can 

access just about every resource yourself. 
 

 
 



23 



24 

This booklet is designed to assist Philipsburg-Osceola  
students with planning for the variety of career and 

college  options that are available after graduation. It         
contains a great deal of information, but the most   

important part of determining what happens to you 
after high school is… you! Use the different reflection 
prompts that follow each section to consider your own 

thoughts and feelings on the topics.  
You might want to consider: 

 
Possible careers that match up well with my own areas of INTEREST 
are:______________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________. 
 
Possible careers that match up well with my own ABILITIES are: 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________. 
 
Possible careers that match up well with my own VALUES are: 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________. 

 
  


